[Tumor necrosis factor-alpha and interleukin-4 in the blood sera of chronic hepatitis patients].
The concentration of tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha) and interleukin-4 (IL-4) in the blood sera of chronic hepatitis patients was, on the average, reliably higher than in the control group. A more pronounced increase in the concentration of TNF-alpha in the blood sera was observed in patients with chronic hepatitis of viral etiology in comparison with toxic hepatitis. The pronounced cytokine response of type Th2, manifested by the excessive production of IL-4, was typical for hepatitis B virus and hepatitis C virus infections, but not characteristic of hepatitis D virus infection. The replication activity of hepatotropic viruses induced a powerful cytokine response. In the presence of active virus replication in patients with chronic hepatitis B the levels of both TNF-alpha and IL-4 in their blood sera proved to be reliably higher than in patients with hepatitis B virus in the interactive phase.